PRELIMINARY
LANDMARK DESIGNATION REPORT

Cheney Read House
135 Western Avenue
Cambridge, Mass.

The 1846Cheney Read House the only surviving Greek Revival house with
a monumental twatory portico in Cambridgepoand one of only a few
buildings of this type in Cambridge. The house listedon theNational
Register of Historic Placas 1982 The house is the most recognizable house on
Western Avenue, a busy arterial road linking Cambridge and Boston.

The houseetains much of its original building fabric and has been restored by
a previous owner with the help of preservation grants. However, it is currently
unprotected from inappropriate alteratiobgsignation of the houdsy the
City Councilas a Cambridgeahdmarkwould protectthe exterior of this fine
home for the public to view and enjéyr years to come

Sarah Burks
Cambridge Historical Commission
Augustl, 2016



Location and Status

A. Address and Zoning

TheCheney Reatiouse atl35 WestermAvenue

occupies &,300 square foot lot (Map 124/Parc . e (T

25) on the north side of Western between Kin- . | B m kﬂ

naird and Sodestreets. The zoning is Resideng: PR

C-1, a multifamily districtthat allows for .75 s R ' L=

FARwi t h a height | i mi:@t i

ment of 1,50Gquare feet of lot area pdwell-

ing unit. The building is noxonforming in its
setbacks along the west sidéne assessed valug
in 2016 was 4,147,50(R00Q of which $96,200
was attributed to the building.

Map-Lot
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B. Ownership and Occupancy

TheCambridge Assessing Departm&gre  p u b | i ¢  atifl lisis theownkerndf racbress e
Alan L. Johnson c/o Bluepower LLC in Newtdtiowever,Mr. Johnsorsold the property in
February2015 tothe LLC (Middlesex South Registry of DeeB& 64968 / Pg 228 The owner



contact we were able to establish last year Stage Day at 55 Hagan Road in Newton, Mass.
The structure is assessed awafamily house.

Environs of 135 Western Avenue Cambridge GIS

C. Area Description

Western Avenue was originally calléie Watertown Bad and was laid out from Central Square
to the new bridge that opened in 182ZAe Riverside neighborhood north of Western Avenue

was developed in threecond half of thaineteenth centurgn lands originally held by the Dana
family. Much of the area developed slowly dughe marshy poorly draineccondition of the

land Developmentirst clusterecalong Green and Pleasant streets and near the river, where the
1838 Carbridge almshouse was converted to the Riverside Press in 1852. After the Civil War,
the continued growth of the Riverside Press and the filling diottmeer millpond, where Hoyt

Field is now located, helpeohprove conditions andperedthe area tdurther residential devel-
opment.

D. Context of this Designation Report

TheCheney Reatlousewas identified during th€ambridgeHi st or i cal 19bdsumi ssi o
vey of Cambridgeport as having exceptional significance, an@dhemissiomominated it for
listing on theNational Registeof Historic Places. It was listed individually and as part of the



Cambridge multiple resource area in 198Re home was owned for many years by the Johnson
family. Alan Johnson, a previous owner, was apeyee of the MBTA and a longtime resident
of the neighborhood. He applied for amdeivedthreepreservation granter exterior restora-

tion of the house in FY 2006 and FY 200Iis represents a considerable public investment that
should be protected.

l. Description

TheReadhouse is dhree baygableroofed 2Ysstory Greek Revivalstyle housavith a full-

width 2-story lonic columned portico across the fraith broad corner pilasterghefront wall

and gableend have a smooth flush boawtface The entrance is located in the left bay and con-
sists ofa paneled door with sidelights and transom. The door is frayed elaboratgpediment
and pilastersThe tall casement windows on the first floor of the facade open easily onto the
porch. Elsewherdghehouse hag-over6 double hung windowd he windowsarecappedwith
pedimented lintels on all side$ the structureThefull pediment of the gable projeatser the

front porch and the windown the gableendfeaturesa pronounced drip moldingd hevisible

portion of the foundation wall is brick

This example conveys all the grandeur of the style despite the rather small dimensions of the
houseitselfThe front bl ock of the hous estonyelbhisoifr es
centerandmes ur es 1Aofestbryendobed basement stair is located on the west side
of the houseSome irregularities of the design indicate that the builder was more practically
minded than wed to classical proportions and symmetry. The windows are teateniered be-
tween the columns of the portico and the roof pitch is steeper than the pattern book examples,
which provides just a little more headroom to the quarters on the second fleatoor sur-

round has been squeezed into the narrow space betweepitaister and the lintel of the center
window. But it all works together to dramatic
effect.

Building plan,

Assessing Department 7/ / |
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Exterior alterations have been feAvonestory enclosed basement stair was added on the west

side in 1897 by owner William C. Carroll, a paint@hefront gable end window was changed

to 2-over2 sash in the mid twentieth century but was restored to its original configuration as part
of the 20062007 restoratiorL.ikewise, the asbestos shingle siding that covered the house for

many years was removed and the clapboards and flush boards restored. The house is remarkably
intact and maintains its historintegrity with its original details artraditionalmaterials

135 Western Avenue, July 28, 2016 CHC staff photo



I1. History and Significance of the Property

Sarah Dana plattedsaibdivision in 1833 and soldt 7 to William M. Hyde in 184. Hyde, a
carpenter, built theousewith some financial assistance from his father, Thaddeus Hyde of
Newton. The Dana familsegulatel the development of its landsrough deed restrictionse-
venting the pursuit of numerous trades within the neighborhbwoel prohibited trades included
butcher, currier, tanner, varnish maker, ink maker, tallow chandler, soap boiler, brewer, distiller,
sugar baker, dyer, tinman, working brazier, founder, smith, and brickmaker. These occupations
were considered either a nuisance or a danger to the neighpapegties.

William Marshall Hyde was born in 1818 in Newton, Massachusetts to Thaddeus Hyde, a
farmer, and Sarah D. White. He wase of five children. There are no other known houses built
by him in Cambridge. He must have had an adventurous spiritabk him west because he

next shows up in the 1880 federal census living in Franklin, Louisiana. He had married Eliza, a
native of Louisiana, and settled there with his family. Another brother ended up in California.

The 1846 Cheney Redmbuse was thmost high style Greek Revival home built south of Massa-
chusetts Avenue and the only house of this styléambridgeportvith a twostorytemple front
with a projectingpediment and full front porticolrhehouse has been listed on thational Reg-
ister ofHistoric Placesince 192.

The first resident of the hom€&heney Reagurchased the home from Thaddeus Hyde in 1848.
Readwas a skilled joineemployed inCharlesDa v e n p o r t 6 smanufaciory ondaid c ar
Street. Reatlansitioned from thdinishing the interior of rail car® making pianoforte cases in

a Boston factorypy 1850 He only lived in the house a few years before mowungof Cam-

bridgein 1851

The house was then purchased by Timothy Newgihintey who resided next door &7

Western AvenueNewell held the property until867 when he sold it to Sarah\Walker.

Thomas O. Walker was a bookseller. His shop grew into a circulating library and then a station-
ery businessSubsequent
owners includedVilliam and
Ellen Carroll. Wlliam owned
a painting business. One of
their sons, James, continued
in that line of work and was
also a paperhanger. Gaston
Wilder, was an engineer at
the Cambridge Gas Light
Company. He and his wife,
Sylona, a seamstress, owned
the home in the mid tweeth
century. Mrs. Wilder willed
the home to her caretakand
neighbor, Mary Alice John-
son.

Dane Hall, built 1832; cross gable wing added 1844.
lllustration from Walling& Map of Cambridge, 1854.



